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SUCCESS FOR THE SEBRINGS

Sebring Sprites Victorious in Britain's Longest Motor Race
Another Triumph for the 750 M.C. with Their Annual Classic

BY MICHAEL KETTLEWELL

HE team of Sebring Sprites beat handi-

capper Charles Bulmer at Silverstone
last Saturday when they won the Seven-
Fifty Motor Club’s six hours relay race
by six laps from the Octagon Stable’s
Austin-Healey  3000s. The Jaguar
Drivers’ team sent out their fastest cars
first to build up a commanding lead, but
this was lost for them by the slower cars
of the team. They finished third.

A total of 24 teams, ranging from the
Fury Team’s potent Coventry Climax-
engined Lotuses and Lolas on scratch,
to the SAABs which received 68 credit
laps, were lined up in echelon for the
Le Mans start at 1 p.m. Although some
drivers anticipated Holly Birkett’s flag
by a second, the start was good and
Mike Beckwith (Lotus Eleven) streaked
ahead. Maurice Charles soon passed
him and led at the completion of the
first lap in his powerful D-type Jaguar.
He was followed by Beckwith, Mike
Bond (Austin-Healey 3000), Bob Olthoff
(M.G.A “Twin Cam”), B. M. Wetherill
(Lotus  Eleven), Hugh Braithwaite
(Morgan Plus 4), John Thurner (T.V.R.),
Mike Johnson (Austin-Healey 3000),
F. W. Dodgson (Lotus Eleven), Mike
Adlington (Lotus Seven), John Sprinzel
(A.-H. Sebring Sprite) and the rest, with
Sid Hurrell's SAAB, P. L. Cracknell’s
Austin 7 and G. B. Toft’s Austin special
at the rear.

By the second lap, Charles had opened

TRAFFIC JAM at the start: The fastest

ot

up a 4 secs. lead from Beckwith, who, in
turn, was well ahead of Wetherill’s
Eleven which had slipped by Bond’s
Healey. A grand scrap for fourth posi-
tion was waged between Bond, Olthoff,
Braithwaite, Thurner and Adlington.
After four laps, the D-type was only
three lengths ahead of Beckwith and
already the SAAB, Cracknell’s Mini and
Toft’s 750 special had been lapped. The
1,216 c.c. Lotus of Beckwith led on lap
five as Charles had spun at Becketts,
Wetherill was still third, but Thurner’s
M.G.-powered T.V.R. now held fourth
spot closely followed by Adlington,
Olthoff and Dodgson. Due¢ to a locking
brake, Braithwaite’s Morgan spun and
came into the pits to hand the all-

Results

1, Team Sebring (John Sprinzel, Chris Williams,
Douglas Wilson-Spratt, David Seigle-Morris, Peter
Jackson and Tan Walker—Austin-Healey Sebring
Sprites), 303 laps, 2, Octagon Stable (Mike Bond
and John Gott—Austin-Healey 3000s), 297 laps.
3, Jaguar Drivers (Robin Sturgess—*E”-type,
Maurice Charles—*‘D’’-type, Eric Brown—XK 120,
Don Smith—XK 1508, Peter Sargent—3.4 Mk. 1
and P, J. Woodroffe—3.4 Mk, 2), 295 laps. 4,
Moore Minis (Christabel Carlisle and John Whit-
more—Austin 7s, John Richard-Aley and Frank
Hamlin—Morris Mini-Minors and Andrew Hedges
—Austin _Ad0), 295 laps. 5, M.G.C.C., N.W.
Centre, 294 laps. 6, A.C. Owners’ Club, 293 laps.
7, Fury Team, 292 laps. 8, M.G.C.C., S.E.
Centre (Twin Cams), 292 laps. 9, Triumph, 292
laps. 10, Team Club Lotus, 290 laps. 11, War-
wick G.T., 288 laps. 12, T.V.R. Grantura, 287
laps. 13, 1172 Formula (London), 287 laps. 14,
Mixed Climates, 287 laps. 15, Healeys, 286 laps.
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY PATRICK BENJAFIELD

car in each team hustles away from the pits at the start of a six-hour battle.

important sash to R. E. Meredith. This
marked the first of the many pit stops
which are one of the main attractions of
this event and entertain the spectators.

Beckwith continued to draw away, and
John Whitmore had already lapped the
SAAB with his Mini. Thurner’s T.V.R.
and Olthoff’'s M.G. were both going
wonderfully although the latter smoked
somewhat. John Sprinzel’s Sprite “lost”
a plug, so he handed over to Peter
Jackson.

With 14 laps gone, Beckwith stopped
with clutch trouble and Peter Dickinson
(Lotus Eleven) relieved him. Maurice
Charles had regained the lead, motoring
in splendid fashion as only one can in a
big, hairy sports-racer. Bernie Rodger
brought in the Triumph-engined Warwick
due to a mistaken pit signal, so Rowland
Ham took out the 3}-litre Buick-powered
machine. By the 18th lap, Charles had
lapped everyone bar the second, third
and fourth place men. Bob Olthoff’s
M.G. had a slight fire at Becketts as the
exhaust pipe had scorched the floor-
boards He extinguished it and came into
the pits, handing over to Dick Crosfield.
But Crosfield was spilling fuel as the
filler cap was open, so he had to stop
five laps later to hand the sash to
Vernon Clark.

With half an hour’s racing completed,
the timekeepers gave the positions which

(Continued on page 230)




REALLY TRYING!

Leon Abbott's SAAB picks up its heels at Woodcote.

The effort was short-lived, however, and below the marshals assist the
driver from the wrecked car.

“Six Hours”—continued

included one-twelfth of the total handi-
cap. This did not take into account, how-
ever, the part of a lap which may have
remained incomplete at the exact
moment when calculations were made.
The Jaguars were ahead, having done
25.3 laps, and second equal were the
Sebring Sprites and T.V.R. Granturas
at 24.1 laps.

From now on there were pit stops
galore. Maurice Charles had by this
time lapped everyone as Peter Dickin-
son, who had been second on the road
(i.e., ignoring the handicap), handed over
to his wife Brenda (Lola). Thurner’s
T.V.R., which had been travelling so
extraordinarily fast, ran out of petrol
and freewheeled slowly to the pits. A
runner collected the sash and gave it to
John Woolfe who set off in great haste.
However, Woolfe was soon in trouble
when he lost all his oil and John
Brown’s Climax-engined T.V.R. replaced
him. Elizabeth Jones took over from
Mike Johnson in the Healey team.

After looking uncomfortable for several
laps, Meredith spun his Morgan at
Woodcote, “lost” his engine and finished

SMILES OF VICTORY for the Sebring
Sprite team after the race. They took the
lead from the Jaguars in the fourth hour.
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up facing the oncoming traflic. The sash
was brought to the pits and Braith-
waite went out again, while the stalled
Morgan was manhandled into a more
suitable position.

The pipe to the oil pressure gauge on
Peter Jackson’s Sprite burst, so John
Sprinzel went out again. Brenda Dickin-
son, who had been dicing with Campbell
Dawson’s Lotus Eleven in her Lola,
handed over to Roy Pierpoint who pro-
ceeded to lap even faster than the D-type
in his 2-litre Lotus Fifteen. Hugh
Braithwaite was driving his Morgan
really well and had a private dice with
the Le Mans Healey, which he overtook.
The Morgan then devoured John
Rodgers’'s A.C.-Bristol and Ham’s
Warwick.

After one hour’s racing the Jaguars
led with 52.7 laps completed, though the
timekeepers listed them last with only
42.7 laps to their credit. By my calcula-
tions Maurice Charles had completed 50
laps in the first hour, and adding one-
sixth of the Jaguar Drivers’ team handi-
cap, 2.7 laps, that makes 52.7 laps. The
N.W. Centre M.G.s were second at 50.3
laps and the Sebring Sprites third with
49.5 laps in spite of two unscheduled
pit stops.

John Rodgers had now caught the
Warwick while Elizabeth Jones had over-
drive trouble on her 3000, so she let
David Mackay’s 100 go out. Sid Hurrell
had completed his maximum allowance
of 50 laps, therefore Leon Abbott’s
standard SAAB replaced him, and
Braithwaite brought in his Morgan so
that Paddy McNally could have a go.

After one-and-a-half hours of brilliant
driving Maurice Charles brought in the
D-type to hand over to the E-type of
Robin Sturgess. These two cars had a
joint maximum of 100 laps, so that
Sturgess could not do more than about
30 before having to hand over to the
slower cars of the team. It was obvious,
therefore, that team manager Rodney
Crouch’s aim was to draw well ahead at
the beginning with the D-type, let the
E-type do a few laps to complete the
100, then hope that the other Jags. would
go well enough to keep the lead.

By 2.30 p.m. the Jaguars led having
completed 79 laps and the Sebring
Sprites were second with 75.3. The
T.V.R.s were in ftrouble, for both A.
Oakes-Richards and John Woolfe were
in difficulty one after the other. Bob
Olthoff’s indecently fast M.G. was back

e———
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in the race, and he desperately tried to
keep up with Sturgess’s E-type, giving
an excellent display of hair-raising side-
ways driving, the tyres now smoking as
well as the engine! John Richard-Aley’s
Mini ground to a halt at Woodcote,
sparks flying, with a marker barrel under
the front. It was removed and the
Mini continued at undiminished speed,
only to be called in for inspection, which
meant that Andrew Hedges had a go in
his A40.

At 3 p.m., the Jaguars, having com-
pleted 103.3 laps, were 3.3 ahead of the
Sebring Sprites, but Sturgess’s run had
finished and Don Smith was out in his
3.8-litre XK 150S. Ham’s noisy War-
wick was called in just after having won
a duel with Paddy McNally’s Morgan,
and Bernie Rodger went out in the
Triumph-engined car.

Mike Bond, after two-and-a-half hours
of solid racing in David Dixon’s big
Healey, was at last called in and re-
placed by John Gott’s similar car which
was not, however, fitted with the long-
range tanks which had allowed Bond to
stay out for so long.

The American Bill Bowman motored
into the ditch at Woodcote and scared
himself somewhat, as well as leaving a
deep scratch along the side of his Ace.
He was pushed away and on the next
lap went into the paddock for some
obscure reason. As this was before the
start/finish line, he had lost a lap as well
as many seconds while a mechanic had
to run from the paddock along the pit
straight to G. Dempsey’s waiting A.C.

The Sebring Sprites were steadily
catching the Jags. At 3.30 p.m. they
were 1.9 laps behind having done 125.8,
and by four o’clock they had done 151.5
compared with the 152 of the Jaguar
drivers. Tan Walker was out for the
Sprites in place of David Seigle-Morris
and was gaining 5 secs. a lap on the
handicap. 1In fact, he passed the XK
150S with the greatest of ease!
Christabel Carlisle, driving for the
Moore Minis, was putting up her usual
display of spirited motoring.

Leon Abbott was cornering his SAAB
on two wheels—the front ones!—at
Woodcote, but later on he lost adhesion
and went straight on, bending the front
of the car a great deal, as well as hurt-
ing himself. The sash was brought over
to Chris Summers’s waiting car while
Abbott had to be brought across the

CANG-OVER: (Above) John Sprinzel, of the

winning team, brings in

his Sprite to hand over to Ian Walker. (Below) Maggotts Curve, with
Arthur Cooke leading John Handley's Mini, Richard Ide's M.G. and Sid
Hurrell’'s SAAB.

WINNING team in the 750 M.C. Inter-
Centre Shield competition.

track on a stretcher to a waiting ambu-
lance. He was taken to hospital, but
luckily his injuries were not serious.

By 4.30 p.m., by dint of the prodigious
efforts of Tan Walker, the Sebring Sprites
were two laps ahead of the Jags. with
177.3 laps chalked up. The Octagon
Stable Austin-Healey 3000s were, like
last year, steadily creeping up and were
now threatening the Jaguars.

Don  Smith handed over to Eric
Brown’s D-type-engined XK 120; how-
ever, this car was somewhat slower than
anticipated in spite of furious cornering
by Brown and he was passed by Sprites,
M.G.s, Healey 3000s and things. The
Emeryson works driver Mike Spence
was out for the A.C. team and was
having a great time holding off Robin
Stelfox’s 2,136 c.c. Triumph TR3.

TIan Walker handed over to Chris
Williams who continued to increase the
lead for the Sebring Sprites. Dick Cros-
field’s Twin Cam M.G. blew up along
the Club Straight so Vernon Clark was
sent out to retrieve the sash. Paul
Hawkins, driving PMO 200 which John
Sprinzel had driven earlier, replaced
Williams, while John Richard-Aley




o
(%)
0o

AUTOBOOKS

Booksellers to the Motorist

104, ISLINGWORD ROAD
Brighton, Sussex, England

WORKSHOP MANUALS

. We hold without doubt the largest stock in the

U.K. Our mail order department will deal with

your order on the day it is received. Here are a

few examples. To order STATE YEAR, MAKE
and MODEL, and enclose remittance:

Ford 8-h.p., 10-h.p., Anglia, Prefect

1932/53 . S o . o 30/—
Ford Anglia, Prefect 1953/59 (OK Popular

1959/60) 50 &) o o . 35/-
Ford Consul/Zephyr | & A5 .. 32/6
Ford Consul/Zephyr 11 iy 5 .. 35/-
Jaguar 1%, 24, 3%, 1945/48 0 .. 45/-
M.G., all models 1929/60 .. . o 36/6
M.G. TD 1950/53 30/-

M.G. TC, TD, TF 1500, M.G.A. 1945/59 .. 40/

Morgan Plus 4,4/4 1, 4/4 11 A .. 133
Morris Minor MM I1 1948/56 Bt o 30/—
Morris Minor 1000 1956/60 a0 o 30/-
Porsche all models & oo .. 42/6
Renault Dauphine .. o 553 .. 35—
Riley all models 1930/60 .. 2N cis 36/6
Triumph TR2/31952/59 .. e .. 45/~
Triumph Herald, all models 5 .o 45—
Volkswagen all models to 1959 .. 376

Many more Workshop Manuals and Maintenance
Handbooks available on other makes and
models. Send s.a.e. for quotation (state year,
make and model).
CATALOGUE
Describing over 400 new and current books on
motors and motoring. Gives every possible
detail. Foreword by W. Boddy. Price 1/6 post free.
CATALOGUE SELECTION

Fangio—Racing Driver by Merlin. The enthral-
ling story of Fangio's epic career from a small
town garage mechanic to the most respected
figure on the Grandes Epreuves circuits of the
world. 216 pages .. L3 w .. 226
The Sports Car Pocket Book by W. Boddy.
The history and specifications of over 200 Euro-
pean and American sports cars. 256 pages, 230
illustrations .. 2 En e 3 9/3
The Racing Driver by D. Jenkinson. The
theory and practice of competition driving by
this leading motor racing journalist who has on
innumerable occasions driven beside Fangio,
Hawthorn and Moss 26 o0 .. 19—
A Turn at the Wheel by S. Moss. The years
covered by, this book, 1957-60, will have a special
place in history as the period in which British
racing cars and drivers achieved complete
dominance over their foreign rivals. 200
pages .. o 55 s 5 .. 26/3
Tackle Karting This Way by I. Berg. The
first British book on the sport. Covers its sub-
ject in simple non-technical language .. 13/3
Rally Manual by Benstead-Smith. This well-
known motoring journalist has produced a first
rate guide to this exciting sport. 180 pages  22/3
Book of Sports Cars by Markman and Sherwin.
A most comprehensive dictionary-encyclopedia-
biography of sports cars and the men who made
and drove them. Over 700 illustrations. Magni-
flcent presentation and exhaustive documenta-
tion. 318 pages, size 11" x 9" .. . 16—
Tuning and Maintenance of M.G. Midgets
by Smith. A complete tuning manual, including
supercharging. 180 pages o .. 18/6
Modified Motoring by Sprinzel. A tuning
manual covering all B.M.C. 948-c.c. engines
(Minor A35 and Sprite) .. 5 o 19/-
Performance Conversion Equipment by
Smith. What there is and what it can do. 138
pages .. i o x a - 22/3
The Grand Prix Year—The 1960 World
Championship by L. Stanley. A really magni-
ficent book covering all the races which went
to make up the 1860 World Championship.
208 pages o o 55 o .. 476
Ferrari Handbook by Tanner. lllustrations,
specifications and full details of all post-war
Ferraris, inc. G.P. machinery. 159 pages  28/—
Maserati Handbook by Tanner. lllustrations,
specifications and full details of all post-war
Maseratis including G.P. machinery. 159
pages .. 50 2 & 34 .. 28/-
Note: Any book reviewed in “Autosport” or any other
magazine can be obtained from us by return post.
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RUNNING REPAIRS: D. A. T. Rees’s 1172 Special had its differential

changed during the race!

replaced New Zealander Frank Hamlin
in the Moore Minis team and John Gott
handed over to Mike Bond for the
Octagon Stable.

Peter Sargent’s Jaguar 3.4 replaced
Eric Brown’s XK 120, but the car was
misfiring and he came to the pits a few
laps later so that P. J. Woodroffe’s simi-
lar car could take over. This lost the
Jaguar Drivers’ team precious time for
at five o’clock the Octagon Stable were
only one lap behind them and the Sprites
were now 3.3 laps ahead.

Laurie Keens spun his Fury Team
Lola at Woodcote and Paul Hawkins’s
cheeky Sprite passed Bond’s Healey 3000
to add further excitement to the race.
However, Hawkins had a cylinder-head
gasket go so Douglas Wilson-Spratt con-
tinued for the Sebring Sprites. Bob Olt-
hoff had replaced the nose bearing of
the differential of his M.G. and rejoined
the race, driving as well as ever.

At 5.30 p.m. the Sprites were 4.7 laps
ahead of the Jags. with 227.7 laps com-
pleted while the Octagon Healeys were
only half a lap behind the Coventry
cars. Ian Walker replaced Wilson-Spratt
and AUTOSPORT'S Paddy McNally, who
had earlier been driving for the Morgan
team, replaced Chris Summers in the
SAAB team. Later, when Meredith’s
Morgan went off the road once more,
just after Copse, there was a cry of
“where’s McNally!” for they wanted
him to go out and retrieve the sash and
carry on. Eventually Braithwaite was
sent off.

David  Seigle-Morris replaced Tan
Walker, John Gott from Mike Bond and
Peter Sargent, whose 3.4 was now well,
from Woodroffe. The Warwicks of

Bernie Rodger and Rowland Ham were
often changing for some reason.

At 6 p.m., with one hour to go, the
order was: 1, Sebring Sprites, 235.5
laps; 2, Octagon Stable, 248.3; 3, Jaguar
Drivers, 247.3; 4, M.G.C.C. (N.W.
Centre), 244.7; 5, Fury Team, 244; 6,
A.C. Owners’ Club and Moore Minis,
243.7. At 6.30 p.m. the Moore Minis
were equal fourth with the M.G.s, there-
fore, with the first three positions fairly
certain, interest was focused on the battle
for fourth place. M. E. Waterhouse
spun his M.G. at Woodcote, came in on
the next lap and was replaced by Dick
Ide. John Whitmore, out for the Moore
Minis, when passed by Ide on the road
(ignoring the handicap for a moment),
stayed right with him for a while, until
power won. A little while later, Whit-
more passed Sargent’s 3.4 going into
Woodcote, much to the delight of the
spectators! Thanks to Whitmore’s extra-
fast motoring and the delays of the M.G.
team, Moore Minis were fourth.

The race was now run, and at seven
o’clock precisely the flag came down, just
as Peter Dickinson crossed the line in his
Lotus Eleven. There were two dicey
manoeuvres as cars raced across the line
and poor Holly Birkett, clerk of the
course, was nearly run over!

Douglas Wilson-Spratt came in, after
having done the last stint for the Sebring
Sprites and following a lap of honour,
the team were presented with their gar-
lands by Hazel Chapman. The L.M.B.
Shield for the best 750 Formula team in
the race was won by Team 26. They
were the only 750 Formula team in the
race. So ended Britain’s longest and
most novel motor race!

WOODCOTE: T. Petersen (Triumph), G. Golding

(Fairthorpe), G. Demp-

sey (A.C.) and Andrew Hedges (A40) line up for the corner.




